Curiosity Rules!
. The Importance of Early
ildhood Education in the Earth
Sciences

R , 7th Conference of the African Association

) of Women in
~__ Geosciences (AAWG) Nov. 2014, Namibia

N 2 MONASH University



| Journey.....




TR . Rangea specimen from the

: v-..f}'\proterozmc of southern Namibia —
:‘1“ he of the first animals on Earth — 545

~illion years old! Perhaps never found

A ” ess | had the opportunity of an
ducation from childhood.........



Childhood

P

e@gan with Grasshoppers (@1947 or 1948)
s‘cmatlon with nature and so lucky to be surrounded
omplex and varied environments
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A s adl :u’mf'/“' 2

» Wiilidigenous (Cherokee) Family History — A
love of .4‘- land and a long connection with it (1940’s to
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Prlmary Secondary and
- University Years

y.

The nace Race and Brilliant Science in Pre-
Al ert 'y Schools (1950’s and Early 1960’s)

Nobel University (U.C. Berkeley) (1960’s)
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} Thi l‘ League Columbia Uni/Lamont: the
‘gmcs Revolution (late 1960's-early 1970°)
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ORNITHOPHILY AND EXTRAFLORAL COLOR PATTERNS
IN COLUMNEA FLORIDA MORTON (GESNERIACEAE)

C. EuGENE Jonis, J=. aND Pat Vickers RicH

Reprinted from
'

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

/
J
/
{/
{ Volume 71 Number 3
. \\
VBB . o
)
J pp. 1132106 November 1972



The South Australian Museum/American
um of Natural History Expedition (1971)
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-—+ Lydekker's Line
Muller's Line
Murray's Line
Sclater's Line
Wallace's Line (original)
Wallace's Line (of Huxley)
Weber's Line (faunal balance)
Limit of Marsupials
200 metres depth

. Limit of Native Placental Mammals other
than bats, Muridae, Sys & Cervus
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MIDDLE PALAEOCENE

AND CHAOTIC

CARCULATION

/NO EVIDENCE
FOR ICE-CAP
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0 .Career and Motherhood
L | (a good mix)

9 fesozoic of Victoria: A Trip to the
",- oPolar Latitudes 100 Million Years Ago

974 to now)
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- ¢Motf "-hood and Lots of Apple Pies (and
A Rocks!). Kids in the Field —a great place to
L growiups (1977-now)
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Victoria, Australia

.......

Mangahouanga Stream,
New Zealand

. Antarctica




Splizbergen
o

Bylot Island,
Canada
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Northwest Territories,

Canada
Talkeetna Moun

Alaska

Yuken Tamtery, Canada
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Records of the

Queen Victoria Museum -

Launceston
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] smg Funding and Traveling
Xhibitions — International Joint
Ventures with Research
2:-,-_ ( Colleagues

& ‘Behind the Iron Curtain — the Gang of Four
~ and Peristroika: Science in China and Russia
79 to now)
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¥l Building Museums/Science
.~ Centres and Traveling
(/ Exhibitions

onash Science Centre - Outreach to the
i and pre-Tertiary Education:

nlcatlng the Depth and Delight of

nd Encouraging Individuals to Make
 Informed Assessments (1993 to now)
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Afghanistan

I‘Oj Prowdlng Teaching Materials on
“language, geography and biology in cooperation
with graduate students from Afghanistan and

~ ﬁ\ nal Geographlc photographers.
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g or-Leste (2005- now)

a ,:. U|Id|ng of the National Museum post 1999
e structl/on

Proxgn/mn of Primary and Secondary Teaching
e |\ als in Concert with National Government of
Tin & or-Leste, the Australian Defence Force,

)coPhillips, Plan-International, Care and the
ese People

dining of Tertiary Geosciences and
Urtsm Students in cooperation with Timorese

ent and UNESCO/Monash University/Univ.
stralla
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w;.:: esearch Provides the Base for
| Edrly Childhood Education in
Fleld Areas - Namibia
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Search for the Beginning of Animal Life
Work on the Precambrian in Russia, Siberia,
mibia, Arabia, Newfoundand and Australia (2001
‘W f W)
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& Global playgrounds
== for animals
b .z’ ; g\azoans)- when

9-’.’;&} N
Lathe seas got sweet?
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Namibia’s ancient
. ogeans'provided a
lcoming home!













,‘ t'a**;also a strange
& e h")gy when
h.m 4’." ared to modern
| ..a 3’ discoveries
n 3 amibia have helped
wﬁtruct this

imal.
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" — Site where
Kimberella
was found
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gconstruction of

jacara Biota
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2 other very successtul colonizer of the oceans
hanerozoic, lasting until the end of the
:5_,15-_,*.__.: m 541 to around 250 million years ago)
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" LESSONS LEARNED

§

éllectual curiosity should be subsidized from the
moment a child is born — for life!

" should be nurtured to follow their dreams
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80rge Washington was right!

A
0

/ .:-: ,is nothing which can better deserve our patronage
t an the promotion of science and literature. Knowledge is
in every country the surest basis of public happiness” (1776)



Y, A early education in practical science
d the “taking me seriously” by my
re ts made all the difference in what
P rtunltles of discovery and love of
ife e.. 4 am still a CURIOUS CHILD!!!
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“We seem to be fresh out of money—would
you mind paying ? ”?







