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A Personal Journey….. 



• Rangea specimen from the 

Neoproterozoic of southern Namibia – 

one of the first animals on Earth – 545 

million years old! Perhaps never found 

unless I had the opportunity of an 

education from childhood………  

 

 



Childhood 

 

 
• Life Began with Grasshoppers (@1947 or 1948) 

– a fascination with nature and so lucky to be surrounded 
by a complex and varied environments 

 

• An Indigenous (Cherokee) Family History – A 
love of the land and a long connection with it (1940’s to 
now) 
 

 





















• Primary, Secondary and 
University Years  

 
•  The Space Race and Brilliant Science in Pre-

Tertiary Schools (1950’s and Early 1960’s) 

 

• The Nobel University (U.C. Berkeley) (1960’s) 

 

• The Ivy League – Columbia Uni/Lamont:  the 
Plate Tectonics Revolution (late 1960’s-early 1970’) 

 
 























 

 

• Costa Rica – A Riot of Biodiversity and 
Complexity, on the Edge of a Tectonic Plate 
(1970)  

 













 

• Australia´s Dead Heart – A Biogeographic 
Enigma:   

 The South Australian Museum/American 
Museum of Natural History Expedition (1971) 





































Career and Motherhood 
(a good mix)  

 
• The Mesozoic of Victoria: A Trip to the 

PalaeoPolar Latitudes 100 Million Years Ago 
(1974 to now) 

 

• Motherhood and Lots of Apple Pies (and 
Rocks!).  Kids in the Field – a great place to 
grow up.  (1977-now) 

 

 



















































Raising Funding and Traveling 
Exhibitions – International Joint 

Ventures with Research 
Colleagues  

 
• Behind the Iron Curtain – the Gang of Four 

and Peristroika:  Science in China and Russia 
(1979 to now) 

 
 



























 

Building Museums/Science 
Centres and Traveling 

Exhibitions 

 
 

• The Monash Science Centre - Outreach to the 
Public and pre-Tertiary Education:  
Communicating the Depth and Delight of 
Science and Encouraging Individuals to Make 
Their Own Informed Assessments (1993 to now) 

 

 































Afghanistan 

• Project Providing Teaching Materials on 

language, geography and biology in cooperation 

with graduate students from Afghanistan and 

National Geographic photographers.  







Timor-Leste (2005- now) 

• Rebuilding of the National Museum post 1999 
destruction 

 

• Provision of Primary and Secondary Teaching 
Materials in Concert with National Government of 
Timor-Leste, the Australian Defence Force, 
ConocoPhillips, Plan-International, Care and the 
Timorese People 

 

• Training of Tertiary Geosciences and 
Ecotourism Students in cooperation with Timorese 
Government and UNESCO/Monash University/Univ. 
Western Australia 



























Research Provides the Base for 
Early Childhood Education in 

Field Areas - Namibia 

 

 
• The Search for the Beginning of Animal Life 

 – Work on the Precambrian in Russia, Siberia,  
 Namibia, Arabia, Newfoundand and Australia (2001 
 to now) 

 

 







Global playgrounds 

for animals 

(metazoans)- when 

the seas got sweet? 

Namibia’s ancient 

oceans provided a 

welcoming home! 









Ernietta, also a strange 

morphology when 

compared to modern 

forms. New discoveries 

in Namibia have helped 

us to reconstruct this 

ancient animal. 































Reconstruction of 

the Ediacara Biota 

in 2008 by Peter 

Trusler 



Nature of the 

sea floor in the 

Neoproterozoic 

(left) and the 

Phanerozoic 

(right) 





Trilobites, another very successful colonizer of the oceans 

in the early Phanerozoic, lasting until the end of the 

Palaeozoic (from 541 to around 250 million years ago) 



Skolithos, 

deep 

diggers to 

get away 

from 

predators! 



An early 

Palaeozoic sea 

floor (500 

million years 

ago), different 

from the past 

(Precambrian). 



   LESSONS LEARNED 

 
•Intellectual curiosity should be subsidized from the  

 moment a child is born – for life! 

 

• People should be nurtured to follow their dreams 

 

• Quality should never be compromised 

 

• George Washington was right! 

  “There is nothing which can better deserve our patronage 

 than the promotion of science and literature.  Knowledge is 

 in every country the surest basis of public happiness” (1776) 



My early education in practical science 

and the “taking me seriously” by my 

parents made all the difference in what 

opportunities of discovery and love of 

life……I am still a CURIOUS CHILD!!! 






